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1 . This report is the international preliminary examination report, established by this International Preliminary Examining 
Authority under Article 35 and transmitted to the applicant according to Article 36. 



2. 
3. 



This REPORT consists of a total of 



. sheets, including this cover sheet 



This report is also accompanied by ANNEXES, comprising: 

(sent to the applicant attd to the International Bureau) a total of 11 



. sheets, as follows: 



sheets of the description, claims and/or drawings which have been amended and arc the basis of this report 
and/or sheets containing rectifications authorized by this Authority (see Rule 70.16 and Section 607 of the 
Administrative Instructions). 

sheets which supersede earlier sheets, but which this Authority considers contain an amendment that goes 
beyond the disclosure m the international application as filed, as indicated in item 4 of Box No. I and the 
Supplemental Box. 

b. O International Bureau only) a total of (indicate type and number of electronic carrier(s)) 

— , containing a sequence listing and/or tables related thereto, in computer 

readable form only, as indicated in the Supplemental Box Relating to Sequence Listing (see Section 802 of the 
Administrative Instructions). 



4. This report contains indications relating to the following items: 



I2SI 


Box No. I 


□ 


Box No. n 


□ 


Box No. m 




Box No. IV 




Box No. V 


□ 


Box No. VI 


□ 


Box No. VII 


□ 


Box No. VIII 



Basis of the report 
Priority 

Non-establishment of opinion witii regard to novelty, inventive step and industrial applicability 
Lack of unity of invention 

Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 

Certain documents cited 

Certain defects in the international application 

Certain observations on the international application 
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Box No. I Basis of the report 



1. With regard to the language, this report is based on the international application in the language in which it was filed, unless 
otherwise indicated under this it^n. 

□ 

This report is based on translations from the original language" into the following language \ ' , 

which is language of a translation furnished for the purpose of ' 

□ 

international search (under Rules 12.3 and 23.1(b)) 

□ 

publication of the international application (under Rule 12.4) 
Q international preliminary exammation (under Rules 55.2 and/or 55.3) 

2. With regard to the elements of the international application, this report is based on (replacement sheets which have been 
Jurmshed to the receiving Office in response to an invitation under Article 14 are referred to in this report as ^'originally filed" 
and are not annexed to this report) : 

□ 

The international ^plication as originally filed/furnished 
the description: 

P^^^ 1, 3-19 , as originally filed/fumished 



2,2/1, 3, 3/1,4,4/1 



pages* 



_ received by this Autiiority on 
_ received by this Authority on 



23 July 2004 (23.07.2004) 



the claims: 
pages 



3, 8-10, 12-16 



pages 



1,2,4,7,11, 17-20 



, as originally filed/furnished 

» as amended (together with any statement) under Article 19 

_receivedby this Authority on 23 July 2004 (23.07.2004) 

_ received by this Authority on 



the drawings: 

pages 

pages* 



1-30 



^received by this Authority on 
received by this Authority on 



, as originally filed/fumished 



n a sequence listing and/or any related table(s) - see Supplemental Box Relating to Sequence Listing. 



3. 



The amendments have resulted in tiie cancellation of: 

I I the description, pages 

the claims, Nos. 



5,6,21,22 



I I the drawings, shects/figs 

I I the sequence listing (ipec/)5;;: 

any table(s) related to sequence listing (specify): 



4. n This report has been established as if (some of) the amendments annexed to this report and listed below had not been 
made, since they have been considered to go beyond the disclosure as filed, as indicated in the Supplemental Box 
(Rule 70.2(c)). 

I I the description, pages 

I I the claims, Nos. 

I I the drawings, sheets/figs . 



I I the sequence listing fipeczj5;J: 

□ 

any table(s) related to sequence listing (specify): . 



♦ If item 4 applies, some or all of those sheets may be marked "superseded " 
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Box No. IV Lack of unity of invention 



In response to die invitation to restrict or pay additional fees the applicant has: 
I I restricted the claims. 
[ I paid additional fees. 
I ] paid additional fees xrnder protest 

□ 

neither restricted nor paid additional fees. 

2. 1^ Authority found that the requirement of imity of invention is not complied with and chose, according to Rule 68.1, 

not to invite the applicant to restrict or pay additional fees. 

3. This Authority considers diat the requirement of \mity of invention in accordance with Rules 13.1, 13.2 and 13.3 is 

□ complied witii. 

not complied with for the following reasons: 



The natter common to claims 1-20 (excluding claims 5, 6, 21 and 22 deleted by the amendment) is the 
constitution in which depth information is set for tw^o-dimensional graphic data. 

However, as a result of survey, this constitution was considered to be not novel, since it is disclosed in 
document [JP, 8-182023, A (Sanyo Electric Co., Ltd), 12 July, 1996 (12.07.96), page 2, right column, line 29 
to page 3, left column, line 2]. So, this constitution as a common matter is not a special technical feature in the 
sense of the second sentence of PCT Rule 13.2. 

Therefore, the subject matters of claims 2, 3, 1 1-13, 14-16 and 19 do not satisfy the requirement of unity 
of invention in relation with claim 1. 



4. Consequently, this report has been established in respect of the following parts of the international application: 
□ all] 



the parts relating to claims Nos. 1-4,7-20 
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Box No. V R^soned statement ander Article 35(2) with regard to novelty. Inventive step or industrial appUcabol^ 
I citations and expla nations supporting such statement ' 

1. Statement 

Novelty (N) 



Inventive step (IS) 



Claims 
Claims 

Claims 
Claims 



2, 11-13. 19 



1. 3. 4, 7-10. 14-18. 20 



1-4. 7-20 



1-4. 7-20 



YES 
NO 

YES 
NO 

YES 
NO 



Industrial applicability (lA) Qaims 

Claims 

2. Citations and explanations (Rule 70.7) 

Document 1: JP, 8-182023, A (Sanyo Electric Co., Ltd.), 12 July, 1996 (12 07 96^ 
Document 2: JP, 8-227464, A (Sanyo Electric Co., Ld.). 3 September. 1996 (03.09.96) 
Documen 3: JP. 1 1-296700, A (Toshiba FA System Engineering K.£), 29 October 1999 (29 10 99) 
Document 4: JP. 8-147495, A (Photo Craft Co.. Ltd.), 7 June. 1996 (07 06 96) ^^^-IW-^^) 

teoS lus'lm^mu^o^k "^^"^ ^^P*^ ^^^^^^ Ltd.); 14 February. 2002 

|(14.02.02). & US, 2002/0118275, Al. & EP, 1314138. A. & JP, 2004-505394, A 

Uinn. fV"^ ^^T^ "^"l"? ^ ""^^^ 1, 7-10 and 18 do not appear to be novel or to involve an inventive step I 
smce they are described m document 1 (page 2. right column, line 29 to page 3, left coIx^lj^J^nlL 3 rieht 
cohmm, Ime 43 to left column, line 1) or document 2 (page 2. right colu^ linU 12-^4^geTleft cXL^ 
hne 22 to nght column, Ime 36) respectively cited in the KR. or newly dte^ documer;^(^Saiaphs 

Ke«^'°f *^ """[f f °" ^^"^^'^ ^ 1 °^ 2, depth infoiiation is set indiviS^^^aphic d^^ 

foy means of spnte and layei'. Furthermore, document 4 describes a constitution, in which fr^e Wes PFU to 
ilfn^^n"^^' PI con-esponding to the far and near position written in them are producedS^e d^A 
information is mdividually set m plural sets of two-dimensional graphic data by means of SmriS^g;s 
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Ifa case the space in any of the preceding boxes is not sufficient. 
Continuation of: V2 

The subject matters of claims 2, 1 1-13 and 19 do not appear to involve an inventive step in view of 
document 1 or 2, document 3 cited in the ISR and newly cited document 5. The section number described in 

in cZ^O nT^ ; ^'^S^ *° "'^'^ ^ corresponds to the depth information described 

m clauns 2 1 1 and 19. Furthermore, a person skilled in the art could have easUy appUed the technique of 
displaying tiie section image selected in reference to the section number, taught by document 3, to L three- 
ctae^ional image of document 1 or the stereoscopic image of document 2. Furthermore, document 5 (page 11, 
hn^ 21-28) descnbes a matter, m which in the case where it is desired that one object on a layer appears at a 
^went depth a new layer for the object is produced. A person skilled in the art could have easily appUed the 
said matter to the three-dimensional image of document 1 or to the stereoscopic image of docum^t 2 
Moreover, a person skilled in the art could have, as required, (1) specified the layer desired to appear at a 
kfoSon^^t^Sd ^^"^^^ ^y®'' ^"'^ displaying a graphic form with the received depth 

fh.. ^t^A °^T^ of <^laum 4, 17 and 20 do not appear to be novel or to involve an inventive step, since 
twrirr "^document 5 (page 8, line 29 to page 9. line 4; page 10, lines 9-18). Document 5 desSibes 
whiS^!^^ ^ f ^y^' Identifier is made to correspond to an object identifier, and the constitution in 
which the amount of displacement m the horizontal direction is decided according to several standards 
conventions or mstructtons. Since a layer identifier corresponds to depth information, the depth infom^tion is 
set for an object identifier. Furthermore, that the amount of displacement in the horizontal direction is decided 
according to several standards, conventions or instructions corresponds to plural calculation methods being 
avadable for the amount of shift. Selecting a calculation method suitable for the content fiom these calculation 
mettiods is a mere matter of design variation for a person skilled in the art. 

fh^ « '^^A '"l^'i °^ ""^^^ ^ ^"^-^^ ^PP^ to ^« ^o^«l o*- to involve an inventive step, since 

J'^^'^r?*'^ ^^^^P^^ 0031-0033). Document 4 (paragraph 0031) describes the 
constitution m which &e background plane is used as the reference for depth information. Document 4 

V ' i ^^""^ 1 *° 14 with image PI corresponding to the fer and 

near posiUon written m them are produced. f & i.tc«u«uu 
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